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Office of Head Start National CentersOffice of Head Start National Centers



• American Academy of Pediatrics

• Education Development Center

• Georgetown University, Center for Child and Human 

Development

• Georgetown University, National Maternal and Child Oral 

Health Resource Center working in collaboration with the 

Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors

• University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) Anderson 

School of Management, UCLA Health Care Institute

• University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, National 

Training Institute for Child Care Health Consultants

National Center on Health Partners



Office of Head Start

Priority Health Issues

• Healthy active living 

• Mental health 

• Safety and injury prevention 

• Health literacy

• Oral health and dental homes

• Asthma prevention with special 

emphasis on tobacco exposure 

prevention
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Oral Health Project

Framework for Promoting Oral Health Services



Oral Health Project

Guiding Principles

• Promote evidence-informed, practice-based, 

developmentally appropriate, and culturally sensitive 

messages, materials, and services

• Focus on prevention and early intervention

• Preserve what works while promoting innovation

• Leverage public/private partnerships

• Communicate and coordinate with health professionals, 

child care professionals, and representatives from 

government agencies, organizations, and programs



Oral Health Project

Activities to Support Head Start Staff

What do we do?

•Identify, review, develop, and disseminate materials

•Respond to information requests

•Coordinate and collaborate with other national centers 

and training and technical assistance activities

•Conduct trainings at national and regional meetings

•Review data and research on Head Start participants

•Maintain an oral health workgroup



• Newsletters

• Courses

• Webinars

• Tip sheets

• T/TA tools

National Center on Health Resources









National Center on Health

Top Training Topics

• Child safety and injury prevention

• Strategies for promoting oral health of pregnant 

women, infants, and young children

• Effective oral health community partnerships

• Engaging families in healthy active living

• Health literacy

• Linking school readiness and health

• Promoting data-driven decision making in health 

services

• Early childhood mental health


